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Thesis Summary

All praise is to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and all blessings and peace to our
Master Muhammad, his family, and companions.

This research is a study on Military Institutions in Bani Merinide State (668-869
A.H/ 1269- 1465 A.D), which contains an introduction, an introductory chapter,
three main chapters, conclusion, and annexes.

The introduction tackles the description of thesis chapters, a review of the most
important sources and references. While the introductory chapter, entitled an
outline of the military relationship between Bani Merinide State and Maghreb
countries, Andalusia, and the Spanish kingdoms. The preamble includes a preface
and three parts

The introductory chapter , an outline of the military relationship between Bani
Merinide State and Maghreb countries, Andalusia, and the Spanish kingdomes,
includes three parts. They are:

The first part entitled the establishment and foundation of the Marinids state. It
tackles the origin of tribes of Marinids and their homeland, living conditions and
first appearance on the scene of action with the Maghreb states, and their first
conflict with Al Mohad Dynasty and the reasons for such conflict, as well as the
most important battles between both parties, and their consequences. It also
addresses the period when the Marinids began building their state, and the most
important procedures in this regard.

While the second part involves an outline of the military relationship between
the Marinids and Maghreb countries, as well as Andalusia; three elements are
tackled:

- An outline of the military relationship between the Marinids and the
dynasty of Bani Abd el Wad), where the roots of the dispute between
both states are tackled, its stages, development at both states. It also
shows the hidden role for the Al Mohad Dynasty in escalating such
dispute and how it made use of the situation in order to keep its
dominance in the Maghreb countries. It addresses the closure of such



dispute which ended with the Marinids putting the capital of Bani Abd el
Wad under siege and its downfall in 737 A.H/ 1336 A.D.

An outline of the military relationship between the Marinids and the
Hafsids. It addresses the relationship between both states, characterized
by cooperation relations . It also clarifies how both countries made use
of such cooperation for their own interest. It also highlighted the factors
which helped in forming a strong alliance between both states.
Furthermore, it addresses the mutual assistance in the military field, and
the most important periods of struggle. Such periods were the main
reason for their interference in each others’ affairs, which led to many
revolutions, especially against the Marinids .

an outline of the military relationship between the Marinids and Bani
Al Ahmar at Granada. It tackles the importance of Bani Al Ahmar dynasty
as a Muslim land in Andalusia, and the role of the Marinids as an Islamic
power in providing military assistance in confronting the Christians.

On the other hand, the third part discusses the military relationship between
the Marinids with the Nasrids’ kingdoms in Spain. It addresses the Marinids
relationship with Castile and Aragon Dynasties as well as the kingdom of Portugal
as follows:

Castile, it talks about its role in supporting the Reconquista, in addition
to the most notable military events between both. It also shows the
most significant reasons for conflict with the Marinids .

Aragon, it addresses its relation with the Marinids , which was
characterized, at the beginning, by the cooperation between one
another, then it was turned into hostility, as Aragon entered into
alliance with the Narsids.

The Kingdom of Portugal: it was one of the introvert kingdoms which
has never had a struggle with the Marinids until Castile called for its
help. Its ambitions in the Marinids were clear when the Marinids
became weak in all aspect. Indeed, it such ambition has come to an end
with Portugal’s control on many Marinids navy bases at the beginning of
818 A.H/ 1415 A.D.

The second chapter, under the name of the military institutions of the

Marinid army, is divided into three parts. First and foremost, the Marinids army
barracks and units as well its military leadership. It tackles in detail the fighting



and non- fighting units. While the second part studies the army mobilization and
administration systems. In other words, what is related to the army system inside
and outside the battlefield. While the third part addresses the army armament,
weapons, uniforms, drums, trumpets, flags, and banderoles.

The second chapter, under the name of “the military institutions for the
Marinids ’ fleet”. consists of three parts. First, the naval bases, and shipyards. It
discusses the most important centers, as well as the natural resources which
contributed in building the armada. As for the second part, it addresses the fleet
ships, equipment, the material used in its construction. Finally, the third part
addresses how to lead an armada and its martial arts. It focuses on fleet’s
leadership, the most famous leaders, and it also addresses the fleet’s martial arts.

The third chapter, under the name of the military institutions of the Marinids
establishments, it is divided three part. The first one talks about the Marinids
military establishments. It addresses the most important cities, citadels,
fortresses, which were built or repaired, in addition to their military role. While
the second part addresses the preventive measures for such institutions, such as
fences and high walls, towers, entrances, .etc. The third part addresses the
manner by which such structures are built and the materials used in construction.

In conclusion, the thesis ends with a conclusion regarding the study’s most
important findings.
All Praise to Allah with whose grace all the good deeds are done.
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