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Ibn Malik is considered one of the greatest grammarians, and he
frequently used the Quran as evidence in his linguistic analysis. When
no evidence could be found in the Quran, he would refer to Hadiths,
and if none were available, he would turn to the poetry of the Arabs.
Ibn Malik exercised independent reasoning (ijtihad) in his linguistic
issues, basing his views on textual evidence. He did not adhere strictly
to any particular grammatical school nor imitate the opinions of other
grammarians. Instead, he developed his own interpretations, choices,
and unique views.
He also criticized several grammarians on certain grammatical issues,
using Quranic verses, Quranic readings, and their linguistic reasoning
as primary evidence to support his opinions. Additionally, he
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frequently referred to Hadiths, pre-Islamic poetry, and Umayyad
poetry to substantiate his arguments.

Prominent scholars and esteemed grammarians, such as Abu Hayyan
al-Andalusi (d. 745 AH), IbnHisham (d. 761 AH), and Al-Suyuti (d. 911
AH), recognized the value of Ibn Malik’s works. They included his books
in academic curricula, adopted his grammatical methodologies, often
favored his views, and supported his school of thought by explaining
and teaching his works, as well as encouraging others to learn and
teach them.

One reason for Abu Hayyan's criticism of Ibn Malik was his claim that
Ibn Malik lacked a renowned mentor. Abu Hayyan stated: "I searched
for his teachers but did not find a prominent figure he relied upon or
referred to in solving complex issues".

However, lbn al-Jazari defended Ibn Malik, stating: "He indeed studied
Arabic in his homeland under ThabitibnKhiyar, as mentioned earlier,
attended the lectures of Abu Ali al-Shaloubin for about twenty days,
and studied Arabic and Quranic readings under Al-Sakhawi. When he
arrived in Aleppo, he regularly attended the sessions of IbnYa'ish.
Furthermore, many of his students narrated much of his authored
works to us".

The primary reason for Abu Hayyan’s criticism of Ibn Malik was likely
the pursuit of a comprehensive and thorough study of grammatical
issues. It was not aimed at discrediting Ibn Malik. Indeed, Abu Hayyan
agreed with many of Ibn Malik’s opinions, disagreed with only a few,
and acknowledged Ibn Malik’s expertise, scholarly status, and integrity
in reporting. He also explicitly stated his respect and companionship
with him.

Several scholars defended Ibn Malik against Abu Hayyan’s criticisms,
including lbnHisham al-Ansari, Nadhir al-Jaysh, and lbn al-Damaminy.
IbnHisham, in particular, frequently defended Ibn Malik against Abu
Hayyan's criticisms and supported him in several issues. The
researcher was able to collect eight issues in which lbnHisham
defended Ibn Malik, although no more could be found in IbnHisham’s
works. In some matters, lbnHisham agreed with Ibn Malik and Abu
Hayyan, while in others, he disagreed with both, demonstrating an
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unbiased approach free from personal inclination or excessive reliance
on Ibn Malik’s fame.
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