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Abstract;
Libya holds strategic importance in the Mediterranean Basin due to its geographical location along the southern coast
of the Mediterranean Sea, its extension into the African hinterland, its oil and natural gas resources, and the
environmental and climatic challenges it faces. These characteristics influence the nature of Libya’s political relations
with the countries of the region, particularly in the areas of water security, marine environmental protection, energy,
climate change adaptation, and the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.
This study aims to analyze Libya’s role in fostering political relations among the Mediterranean Basin countries in the
areas of environmental protection and climate change, as well as to identify the opportunities and challenges facing its
participation in regional cooperation efforts. The study is based on the central hypothesis that Libya’s geographical
location, natural resources, and climate-related challenges provide it with significant potential to contribute to
Mediterranean environmental governance. However, translating this potential into an effective political role remains
contingent upon the capacity of national institutions to plan and implement policies, as well as the availability of
political stability and regional cooperation.
The study adopts the descriptive-analytical approach and the case study method, alongside content analysis of a
selection of Arabic-language studies, relevant documents, and reports addressing environmental issues, climate
change, and sustainable development. It also draws on the literature examining Libya’s marine environment, the
impacts of climate change on natural resources, and the relationship between environmental security and
development, while making use of official Libyan documents relating to climate policies.
The study finds that Libya possesses geographical, energy-related, and environmental assets that qualify it to
participate in advancing Mediterranean cooperation, particularly in the fields of water resource management, climate

change monitoring, coastal protection, and renewable energy. Nevertheless, institutional fragmentation, weak
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coordination among relevant authorities, and limited financial resources and technical capacities constrain the
effective utilization of these assets (United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia [ESCWA], 2024;
United Nations Development Programme [UNDP], 2026).

The study emphasizes that strengthening Libya’s role requires a transition from crisis-management-based cooperation
to long-term institutional partnerships that integrate environmental protection, human security, the energy transition,
and sustainable development.

The study recommends strengthening Libya’s participation in Mediterranean cooperation mechanisms, developing
joint climate monitoring and early warning programs, expanding investmentin renewable energy, supporting scientific
research and data exchange, and aligning environmental protection programs with economic and social development
priorities.

Keywords: Libya; Mediterranean Basin; political relations; climate change; marine environment; water security;

sustainable development; regional cooperation.
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