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4)The literal rendering of the prepositions «5 «Jf)Disappearing of Arabic passive
structures from Arabic translation and the emergence of deviant structures such as:
6 «alaslgy 3uyb e Jub o) The common use of the new deviant expression “d sl
7 ») The confusion between translating the pre — positions « aU» «, and “_J»

From the analysis and discussion of the presented examples, the study shows
that the news texts from English into Arabic is dominated by: the use of literal
translation. With regard to literal translation as a technique. translators follow the
western style of writing and this leads to the emergence of deviant structures in
Arabic translation. This reflects the fact that those translators are neither compe-
tent nor have a sufficient command of the target language. This study advocates
the idea that literal translation is completely rejected in translating media texts
from English into Arabic. It supports the common idea among translation that a
faithful translator should not translate word for word, and that a good translator
should have an adequate understanding of the original language and good com-
mand of TL.
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The above translation is inaccurate because the agent should not be mentioned in Arabic
passive structure. Thus, the accurate grammatical translation is “zalf il codusl»

On the other hand, when the agent is unknown, English passive should be translated
into Arabic passive structure. For example. “they were not suitably alerted in advance”
(ST) . (Newsweek. Dec, 8.2008:19) as wlio J i “e—aypid @iy @ (TT)

|

(www.newsweek.alawatan.com.kw) is inaccurate translation. Viewing such usage.
one can call the verb “<w» in this sentence “ intrusive verb” since there is no need for
it. Therefore, the appropriate translation is Lowlie s Livus “Igyio P

f)/When translating the sentence “The future looked dark for North Korea”
(ST) (Newsweek, Dec.8.2008:32) as * ddlesisll LysS Jf dusilly Lolbao Judzuwl ay
« (www.newsweek.alwatan.com.ku) (TT)it will create unsatisfactory structure
. As in the above example. the use of the expression «awsily “ in such contexts
is unacceptable, because this expression which is very common and frequently
used in news texts, particularly in scientific texts is inaccurate in Arabic. (Www.
ebnmaryam.com).

Summary

This chapter discussed the examples that showed the grammatical errors of lit-
eral translation from English into Arabic in media texts. These examples stand as

factual texts selected from reliable media sources. It is obvious from these
examples that there were some changes on the syntactic structures of the TL. It is
realized that these examples won’t cover all cases of the grammatical problems,
but they were mentioned just as examples that show some problems as a result
of literal translation.

Conclusion

This study investigated the grammatical errors when translating media texts
from English into Arabic. These errors were represented occurred by some ex-
amples of deviant structures that came into Arabic because of literal translation
such as: 1) The absence of the absolutely object and replacing it by unacceptable
expressions such as: “ds,s» «Jy<i» « ete. 2) Using intransitive Arabic verbs as
transitive ones in Arabic translation. 3) The wrong substitution of words which
don»t reflect the same meaning.
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from English into Arabic sometimes is problematic. Some English intransitive
verbs are sometimes translated wrongly into transitive Arabic equivalents as in
the previous example. However, according to Arabic grammar, the Arabic prep-
osition should be added in such cases .(Hasan.Abbas.1978:151(. Thus, the accurate
translation is “..¢);edf yuss, puol slas yaa I Juog

d) The English sentence “Lebanese mark anniversary of assassination” (ST) is
frequently used in media which translated literally as “s,u,3f JLidl 5,85 pgumn pguilind>
(TT). This translation is inaccurate because the word “s,$3» (anniversary) belongs to
g3 not to “ Jlazl» (assassination). Thus, the substitution of the word “

s3> (the person who was assassinated) by the word * Jjuzl « (assassination)
is unacceptable.(www.at-turjuman.com). However, the more acceptable grammatical
translation for the above sentence is “... pgy Juidl $idl syad! 55 gy gguilind

d) The rendering of the sentence “ welcome to the news” (ST) as *“ _Jf lgJLes
,Ls¥1 5,45 « (TT) is inaccurate translation.. It is obvious that there is a problem
with rendering the preposition “ to” literally into “ | « because it makes no
sound since this preposition in Arabic refers to the end of the real target Hasan.
Abbas( 1978) and in this context it doesn’t indicate that meaning or any of its
other meanings. It is clear that such literal translation is a result of the impact of
English language on Arabic. However. the more accurate grammatical transla-
tion is “ Ls¥1 8, 4 @<, Sal» (WWW.at-turjuman.com).

e) Using of passive structures in English / Arabic translation is nearly disap-
peared. This is due to the influence of the English language. Expressions such as
C bl 7 g e
mark of passive

«Jud yo» became very common in Arabic translations as a

structure. This is shown by Meto (the Fourth Annual Translation Conference.
Academy of Graduate Studies, Tripoli Libya(2008) who points out that passive
constructions have different functions from language to language. In Arabic,
when the agent is mentioned. active voice should be used. but when the agent
is not mentioned, passive voice should be used. Translating the by-phrase into

constructions such as “ dlawlgy ” “gupb e’ «Jub 5o 1S Unacceptable in Arabic.

For more explanation, this example is illustrative: “ The proposal has been discussed by
the committee” (ST) along with its Arabic translation “ il .3 o ryaall yidg» (TT).
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structions is possible in the present tense. For example, “He is at school” * 4 sa”

99 66 .

dw,al1butis unacceptable in the past tense “ He was at school” © dw,all 6 4LS g
and should be translated into verbal structure as “aw,slf 4 oL « (ibid)
4.1. Some Selected translated Examples

a) To translate the English sentence” The ability of Federal Reserve to raise
and lower interest rates” (ST) : (Newsweek March. 2009:16) as:

“Badlall Lol pndsg gd) Ao ardll Lol pulao 8)ad «
(www.newsweek.alwatan.com.kw).

is inaccurate, because according to Arabic grammarians, it is not allowed in
genitive construction to separate between two words When the first belongs to
the second one). Thus, the more accurate grammatical translation of the above
Sentence is “ “lguaisg s3lall Lol gd) Lo Nyasall blas¥l pulos byad
The following example along with its Arabic translation is illustrative:

“The hard decisions about locating, valuing, and isolating the toxic paper...”
(ST) (Newsweek. March 2009:40). This sentence was translated as:

(TT) @ “dalasdt &L 3ye¥T Jreg muadsy sloml daleill dieunll ofyl,all» (WWW.NEWS-
week.alwatan.com.kw).

This translation is inaccurate too. and the appropriate grammatical translation
18 “ “Lgdicq Lgaudsy dobanl AL §3l)9%1 slouls dalesll duemnlf cof,f,ali»

b) To translate the English sentence: “ his ability to govern will be consider-
ably compromised” (ST) ( Newsweek. Dec. 2008:32) as: (TT): * galyiiw oS3I e 4a5)03
1978) » » ,o8 J< i) is grammatically less acceptable, because there is an ab-
sence of « “gliall Jo=ali» (an object derived from the verb such as * Leslys s
« in the translation from English into Arabic. This object is replaced in Arabic
translation by phrases such as «das,sd» » J<é» (WWw.at-turjuman.com).

X1

A better grammatical translation would be * “1,S Las,3 palyiiw oS3 Le ajyub
« ( My translation).

¢) The translation of the English sentence: “ The prime minister ...arrived
Egypt yesterday” (ST). as “ ...¢l3601 gy paol slaso juao Juog» (TT) (WWwW.ebnmary-
am.com) is inaccurate translation because the verb “ foq « in Arabic is intransi-
tive but in this translation used as transitive. The translation of intransitive verbs
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is problematic in this regard that it renders the same English pattern of causticity
into Arabic .For example, the translation of the sentence: ” It makes it lose some
of its features” as ” alleo yney saas lgles, 1S Unacceptable translation in Arabic
because Arabic can express causticity using only one word. Thus, the more*acc
urate*translation*is*”lgllea yne) Lasaas» (WWW.at-turjuman.com).

In English the verb “make” gives the idea that X forces Y to do something. As for
“get” it gives the that X motivated Y to do something. In Arabic “make” and “ got”
are commonly translated into the verbs like ( g <45l glasuwl Joa ol ); ( TESPEC-
tively) (compel. cause, could. manage).

3.6. Negation

The main negative English article is “Not”. Its meaning has many counter-
parts depending on the verb comes before it. For example, “will not” ;3 cagw»
has not” clLex»

When “not” follows the verb “do” it makes different meaning *“ do not” and
“does not” mean “ ¥» , «did not» means « <J « e.g. “Many people don’t play
chess” “¢ il yornly ¥ ywlidl yo iS» *“ Her father doesn’t speak English™ “ ¥ Lag.i
‘a4 @l « “My brother didn’t go to school” * aw,alf I 51 coaiy @I ©

Literal translation sometimes is unacceptable in translating the English article
“No”. For example the English expression “No smoking” cannot be taken as an
equivalent to the Arabic phrase * yesa5% " but as “ yesasll ggir

3.7. Nominal Sentences vs. Verbal Sentences

English language always uses one kind of sentences, that is nominal sentenc-
es. whereas Arabic consists of both; nominal and verbal sentences. Such a gram-
matical difference might lead to problems in translation. (Awad.E .1985:9).

This difference is sometimes problematic since it leads to an absence of
verbal sentences in Arabic version. English Sentences begin with the subject; so
as a result of literalism . Arabic sentences will begin with a noun . For example.
“ Ali drives his car” is translated as “ a5l 392y ,Le” Which is less acceptable.
Whereas the preferable Arabic translation begins with the verb as * a5)lew e 3929
«.(Www.at-turjuman.com)

On the other hand. conveying the verb “be” and “have” into nominal con-
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lems in translation....The tendency to translate Eng-
lish passive structures literally into a variety of target
languages which either have no passive voice as such
or which would normally use it with less frequency is
often criticized by linguists and by those involved in
training translators.

In English there are three different constructions in terms of voice, firstly, “
active construction” in which the agent (doer) is mentioned, secondly. “ agent
less passive” when the agent is not mentioned., thirdly, *“ agent passive”; in which
the agent follows the preposition ‘by’. The following examples are illustrative
respectively:

a)*”The committee has discussed the proposal” (active construction).

b) “ The proposal has been discussed “ (agent less passive).

¢)”The proposal has been discussed by the committee).(agentive passive).

When translating both active and agent less passive construction from English
into Arabic, there is no problem as it can be rendered into Arabic equivalent either
active or passive, thus sentences (a) and (b) can be translated respectively as:

“rrall sl cniiBliy « OF «zyaall gidgs» ( My translation).

However, the problem is with translating the agentive passive ( when the agent
follows the preposition <by>; In Arabic there are only two constructions in terms
of voice; 1)Active. when the agent is to be mentioned.2) Passive, when the agent
is not to be mentioned. Thus, the translation of the sentence «C> as «yw gyall iy
“aislll Jo8» 1s unacceptable because Arab grammarians state that expressions such
as “dislll Jub o ryall Gides” should not be used because there is no need for using
passive when the agent is mentioned so that the recommended translation by Arab
grammarians for the sentence ‘C’ is the same as ‘A’.i.e. “rxall dslll coiidls” “ Meto,
the Fourth Annual

Translation Conference:(2008). Academy of Graduate Studies, Tripoli. Libya.
3.5. Causticity

Causticity is expressed in English by using compound verb; for example
(make+ verb) because it cannot express causticity by one verb. Literal translation
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whereas the second is a nominal sentence or topic comment sentence. the verb here is
a part of the comment. However, the first is more acceptable in Arabic.

3.3. Tense and aspect
According to (Baker .1998:98)

Tense and aspect are grammatical categories in a
large number of languages. The form of the verb in lan-
guages which have these categories usually indicates
two main types of information: time relation and aspec-
tual differences. Time relations have to do with locating
an event in time. The usual distinction is between past.
present, and future. Aspectual differences have to do
with the temporal distribution of an even.

Basically, English and Arabic systems of tense are divided into: past. pres-
ent, and future as well as progressive and perfective in English (Farghal and Shun-
naq.1999:63).

I3

Although Arabic language hasn’t terms such as “past continuous “ “past per-

fect” it expresses these tenses by its own way, for example. “he slept *“ and ‘slept’
as “sL» . and *“ he was sleeping” and, “was slept” as Lol yLS»(Awad.E.1985:26).

The problem emerges in this regard is how to translate those English
tenses which have no precise equivalent in Arabic. Therefore, the translator has
to try to find the exact way to translate the tense using prefixes such as “sai»
(already). «Juts Jo8» (before a few) “szti» (soon), for example:

“We*heard*the*news™”,Ls¥/ Lieguw»

“Ls¥l Lie o o2t We have heard the news ”
We had heard the news” “,Ls¥ Liegw sal»
3.4. Voice (active. passive)

Most languages have a category of voice. These languages use a variety of
ways to express passive. English uses passive frequently to express objectivity
and to avoid reporting the doer. (Baker.1998:102) states that:

The use of passive voice is extremely common in
many varieties of written English and can pose prob-
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compound complex sentence. whereas Arabic doesn’t concern with these clas-
sifications.

(Farghal and Shunnaq. 1999:42). Because of literal translation, the transla-
tor will imitate the same pattern of English sentence (S. V. O). consequently. the
Arabic version will have the same pattern. As a result, Arabic verbal sentence
will be absent. For example, “Ali drive his car” “as)low 2945 ,Le» Whereas the
preferable Arabic translation is «as,lew ,Le s9a» 1S most common when translat-
ing into Arabic .

3.2. word order

English word order is ( S V. O ), whereas Arabic has two systems of word
order: (topic. comment) in nominal and (V S O ) in verbal sentence. (Ghazala
1995:110).

There are restrictions controlled by the grammatical structure of a language to
organize its elements; compared to Arabic, elements such as subject, predicator
and object which formulate the word order, English is relatively fixed. As Baker
(1998) states:

some languages have case inflictions which indicate
the relationship between the elements in a clause. for
instance, who does what to whom. In such language. the
form of a noun changes depending on its function in the
clause...Languages which have elaborate systems of
case inflictions tend to have fewer restrictions on word
order than languages like English which have very few
case inflictions.

In terms of translation, literal, word for word translation, from English into
Arabic sometimes results in transferring the English word order entirely into
Arabic. For example. to translate the English sentence “ Muhammad left London
yesterday “ into Arabic, there are two translations:

) “yual pgy aid sao ole» (My translation
b) «yual pgs gaid pole sema.» (My translation).

The first sentence is normal verbal sentence according to the word order of Arabic,
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3-It has structural ambiguities and unacceptable equivalent.
4-It has equivalents but not within the same context(Venuti. 2000:87).

The following two examples illustrate the idea of acceptability or unaccept-
ability in literal translation:

a) “He gave his daughter a present”, “asas asiif ,acl» b) «He bought his daugh-
ter a car» “s)law asnl s, (ibid). While one can translate the first sentence lit-
erally. it is impossible to do so in the second sentence. In this regard. (Vinay and
Darbelent .1995:35) state that :

given the infinite number of combination of signifiers
alone, it is understandable that dictionaries cannot pro-
vide translators with ready-made solutions to all their
problems. Only translators can be aware of the totally of
the message which determines their decisions...it is the
message alone, a reflection of the situation, that allows
us to judge whether two texts are adequate alternatives.

Because there are no conceptual dictionaries with bilingual signifiers, transla-
tors try to find suitable translation within the context intended by the SL. message
and they apply certain techniques to convey the desired message.

3. Common Areas of Difference between English and Arabic Grammar.
3.1. Structure of Sentence

In English language there is only one type of sentence (Nominal sentence) ;
and that doesn’t mean that there is no verb. but it means that the sentence begins
with a subject (noun or pronoun), whereas Arabic language has nominal sentence
and verbal sentence. This feature allows more flexibility in formation for Arabic
rather than English. For instance. one can use the Arabic word “w,o» (hit) in
many position in

the sentence such as “lay; saso uye» Muhammad hit Zayd» (BC). “ops sess
sy “Muhammad hit Zayd” (BT) or “wips sese lay;” “Zayd Muhammad hit’, where-
as English has only one pattern to form such sentence; ‘Muhammad hit Zayd’.

However. there is another classification in which English sentence is divid-
ed into four types: simple sentence. compound sentence, complex sentence, and
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among people working in the translation field, who are not competent, to pre-
serve the SL structure in the TL because literal translation is much less knowl-
edgeable than non

literal translation. This. of course. may cause unacceptable correspondents
that might be named as “ interference”. Basically. literal translation is discussed
within the limits of sentence-bound translation especially in contrastive gram-
mar. Since it lends the reader the importance of interlingual syntactic parallelism
and non parallelism. (Wills.1996:129).

2.2. Acceptable vs. Unacceptable Literal Translation

As mentioned previously. if the translator respects the TL grammatical rules and
could convey the original meaning, literal translation sometimes can be acceptable.

According to( Newmark. 1988:74)

some transparent institutional terms are translated
literally in at least Western European languages even
though the TL culture equivalents have widely differ-
ent functions: thus “President”. “Prefect”. Note also
that concept-words such as “radicalism” or ‘realism”
are translated literally and often misleadingly. as there
“local” connotation are often different.

In such cases. the word translated literally is more acceptable than the trans-
ferred word because of two reasons: a) there is an important relation between
these terms and their TL culture; b) it is constructed immediately into the target
language.(Ibid).

Literal translation is considered unacceptable because it transfers single
words out of context. In some structures, literal translation from English into
Arabic is considered unacceptable to TL grammarians as well as to the reader of
translation who should have command of both languages ( English and Arabic)
. and feel the need to move to another method of translation. In this manner, a
translation is considered unacceptable for one of the following reasons:

1. It provides a different meaning than the one intended .

2 — It has no meaning.

N



THE Fifth ISSUE june 2017

7 SADA AL-MARIFA JOURNAL

2 — Respecting target linguistic style especially grammatical rules.
2. literal Translation

Literal translation is an early translation approach. It aims to convey the deno-
tative meaning of the source text into the target text. Literal translation requires

semantic and structural correspondence between the two texts. Notably., lit-
eral translation often fails, especially in the case of multi-word units like colloca-
tions and idioms as can be illustrated bellow:
“to pay a Visit”s)ly géas» ((8,L5s pods>
«to rain cats and dogs» LSy Uakas i (5l ,ad»
However. literal translation may sometimes work in the case of multi-word
units as can be illustrated bellow:

«the cold war» «as)LJl ,41»( Fargal and Shunnag. 1999:13).
Venuti. L (2000:86) defines literal translation as :

“the direct transfer of a SL text into a grammatically and idiomatically appro-
priate TL text in which the translators task is limited to observe the adherence to
the linguistic servitudes of the TL».

However, literal translation is very common when translating between two
languages which share the same culture (e g. between English and French). but
doesn’t common when translating between two languages which aren’t share the
same culture (e g. English and Arabic).

Literal translation is considered as a pre-translation procedure. To(Newmark .
1988:406) it translates the single words of the SL into their equivalents in the TL.
out of context, but coverts the SL grammatical constructions into their nearest
equivalents. These examples can be illustrative:

£99

«I bought a new car» «daas 8l eyl U

Byl s of 3] L7
2.1. Literal Translation vs. non literal Translation

99 ¢

“Ali wanted to smoke a cigarette

There is simple distinction among translation techniques between literal and non
literal translation. This . basically. differs from the well known distinction among

translators between literal translation and free translation. There is a tendency
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This practice can be dangerous. ...An expression
in the receptor language may be in some instanc-
es appear entirely inappropriate to the context.

However ( Munday. J. 2001) believes that:

Although some scholars argue that these terms have been misinterpreted,
Jerome’s statement is now taken to refer to what came to be known as “literal”
(word for word ) and “free” (sense for sense) translation. Jerome denies word
for word translation because following such approach will produce unacceptable
grammatical structures.

Furthermore, (Darwish. 2007), also sees that the flexibility and simplicity of the
Arabic style of news reports today is caused by literal translation in translating
foreign news texts. Literal translation by nature, affects peculiar syntactic pattern
of the TL. The transferred style from foreign languages especially from English
acquired validity among Arab translators

English and Arabic belong to two different language families . their grammar
are sharply different . Several grammatical features of English create variable
problems of translation into Arabic . experience shows that one of the primary
mistakes committed by the student of translation is their presupposition that Eng-
lish grammar and Arabic grammar can translate each other in a straightforward
way .(Almalki.Badra. 2011)

However, literal translation makes a forceful effect on the translation of Eng-
lish media texts, so Arabic translators should think how to improve the quality of
their translation and how to avoid falling into produce inappropriate structures.

1.7.1. Criteria of Acceptability and Unacceptability

Acceptability(acceptableness) is the quality of being acceptable, the meaning
of that word or expression is generally accepted Oxford University Press (2005)
. whereas unacceptability is the property of being unacceptable . but before I
proceed in dealing with the issue of acceptability and unacceptability I have to
present the measurements which determine the acceptability and unacceptability
of any English/ Arabic translation:

1 — Conveying the original meaning of the source text (ST henceforth).
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searcher found the following studies relevant to this work. Translators should
take into consideration the acceptability and unacceptability of linguistic style
of the target language(TL henceforth). text type and text category and its units in
order to decide a proper approach, therefore they should avoid literal translation
as a main technique in translation.

According to (Aziz. 1978) as quoted in (Beangrande et al.1992:86):

The press has played a major role in chang-
ing the Arabic language. and we not exaggerate
if we say that modern Arabic is much indebted
to the language of journalism for flexibility and
simplicity. It is the language
which all people understand and may imitate when they write or speak. And
the style of journalism has made its way throughout the whole of the Arab world.

As quoted in (Newmark .1988:68) Neubert states that there is no grammatical
and syntactic correspondence between the SL and TL texts in terms of word for
word translation. (James Dickins. 2002) supports Neubert in the fragment that literal
translation needs replacement of some parts of speech in the ST by other parts
of speech in the TT. This replacement is known as grammatical transposition as
sited in (Newmark. 1988). Furthermore. (Dan Shen .1989) states that literal translation
comprises the replacement of the source text words and its particular syntax sys-
tem by equivalent TT words and its particular syntax system. He defines word
for word translation (literalism) as “ word translation plus syntax transplantation,
imposing SL’s peculiar syntax on TL words, treating TL as a syntactically unpat-
terned system.”

Also( Nida.1964:213) says that:

Though the misleading nature of literal corre-
spondences should be evident to anyone engaged
in translation, serious errors continue to be made
because translators are not fully aware of the risk
of word for word translation. ...All translators
tend to make up receptor-languages constructions
on the model they find in the source language.
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tain occasions will create inaccurate target language structure . I believe that the
more translators know about the suitable techniques of translation . the better the
translation will be .

1.3 Statement of the Problem

A translator sometimes fails to convey the meaning of the original text, es-
pecially when using literal translation. so the target texts will lack the linguistic
properties of the original text. This problem occurs frequently when translating
media English texts into Arabic as a result of the use of literalism.

1.4 . Hypotheses of the Study

This study hypothesizes that an unacceptable grammatical structure of the
target text(TT henceforth) emerges as a result of one or more of the following
reasons:

1-Extensive use of literal translation.
2-Following the western style of writing.
3-Incompetence of some translators.

1.5. Scope of the Study

The present study is limited to investigate grammatical errors emerging
from using literal translation of English media texts into Arabic.

The data of the study consist of various texts extracted from media sources such
as “Translation Monitor», which is an electronic bulletin published by Ali Darwish
(www.at — turjuman.com), the magazine of «Newsweek» (Dec.2008. vol. CL11.n0.32),
(March 2. 2009. Vol. CL111. No.9) in its Arabic version ( www.newsweek. alwatan.com.
kw). as well as other translation websites such as (www.ebnmaryam.com).

1.6. Methodology
The researcher will adopt the following two procedures:
1 — Discussing of the theoretical aspects which are relevant to the study.

2 — Discussing and analyzing examples of grammatical errors resulting from
adopting literal translation to translate English media texts into Arabic.

1.7. Literature Review

Having consulted the available English and Arabic literature, the re-
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1 - Introduction

Translation is a very complicated process since it deals with two linguistic
systems. To come over the complexity of translation, we need to understand
better the requirements for good translation, particularly, language competence
which is very essential in translation process. So the more competent the transla-
tor is, the more s/he is able to produce successful translation .

Various approaches of translation have been produced by translators. One of
these is literal translation that may not convey the exact meaning of the original
text. Literal translation causes change of the grammatical structures of the tar-
get language(i.e.) applying literal translation in certain occasions may produce
strange constructions, so such method should be avoided when translating Eng-
lish media texts into Arabic. and there are many other suitable techniques (free
translation, modulation, borrowing, transposition. reformulation, adaptation. ..etc)
can be used according to the context and with what is in line with Arabic gram-
mar system(source language. SL henceforth) . and that is partially because the
translator might get influenced by the style of the original language. On the other
hand. when the translator wishes to simplify a complicated linguistic style of the
target language s/he may convey inaccurate meaning.

In this study the researcher wishes to analyze and discuss grammatical errors
arising from using literal translation of English media texts into Arabic. The il-
lustrations in this study will be taken from media sources such as “Translation
Monitor”, which is an electronic bulletin published by Ali Darwish (www.at-
turjuman.com), the magazine “Newsweek” (Dec.2008. Vol.CL11. No.23), (March 2. 2009.
Vol. CL111. No.9) with its Arabic version(www.newsweek.alwatan.com.kw). as well
as other translation websites (www.ebnmaryam. com).

1.1. Aims of the Study

This study aims to analyze and discuss the grammatical errors in media texts
resulting from literal translation from English into Arabic in order to avoid unac-
ceptable grammatical structures in translation.

1.2. significance of the study

This study is significant because it sheds light on one of the problems (gram-
matical errors) emerging from using literal translation when translating English
media texts into Arabic . The study will argue that using such technique in cer-
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Analysing Grammatical Errors Arising From
Using Literal Translation of English Media
Texts into Arabic

Prepared by Abdulmajeed M. Almoqgataf*

Abstract

There is no doubt that achieving translation equivalence is the main goal of
the translator. This cannot be achieved without conveying the meaning intend-
ed by the writer which needs rendering words and structures correctly. Thus,
this present study is devoted to investigate the grammatical errors emerg-
ing from translating media texts from English into Arabic. It is an attempt
to shed light on one of the linguistic problems encountered by translators.
The researcher tries to discuss some errors resulting from literal translation
particularly in using the western style. These errors caused the emergence of
deviant structures in the Arabic texts. Various examples have been discussed
and different solutions are suggested for them. This research is based largely
on data collected from media sources such as ‘“Translation Monitor’, an elec-
tronic bulletin published by Ali Darwish, ‘Newsweek magazine’. both the Eng-
lish and Arabic versions as well as other translation websites. This data have
been analyzed and discussed to explain the grammatical inaccuracies in their
English/Arabic translation. Finally. it can be concluded that there are some
errors related to literal translation, so literalism should be avoided especially
when translating media texts.

(*)(*)Elsaba Arts Faculty/ University of Aljabal Algharbi
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Table 8. Contents of proline (xg/g) in leaves of Salix spp. clones (LSD - 6.595)

Clone/treatment | Control | Cd+Ni+Zn | Diesel Cd+Ni+Zn+ Diesel
V1 ab 5.27 a 10.63 ab 5.50 ab 8.02
\%/ b 3.86 ab 6.05 ab 5.12 ab 5.17

*The average values followed by the same letter, do not differ significantly
at level p<0.05
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at level p<0.05
Field experiment

In the field leaves of poplar B229 clone (Table 7) the highest concentra-
tion of proline in content and Cd + Ni + Zn as compared with other treatment and
genotypes (Table 7). Since only the root zone in diameter of 30 cm was treated
with heavy metals it is possible that the root growth was stimulated until root tips
reached the unpolluted zone, and therefore were not in contact with applied heavy
metals. However, presence of diesel fuel (individual and combined with heavy met-
als) significantly decreased the proline content in leaves of genotype B229 suggest-
ing that the proline synthesis was inhibited by this organic pollutant. Also, proline
synthesis is not induced as a defense mechanism, indicating that nature and mecha-

nism of stress caused by diesel fuel is different to that caused by heavy metals.

Table 7. Contents of proline (zg/g) in leaves of Populus spp. clones (LSD - 5.046)

Clone/treatment | Control | Cd+Ni+Zn | Diesel Cd+Ni+Zn+ Diesel

Panonia c11.58 c9.63 c7.74 c7.89
PD3 ¢ 10.64 c12.21 ¢ 10.40 c11.01
B 229 a40.93 a41.76 b 25.02 b 29.90

*The average values followed by the same letter, do not differ significantly at
level p<0.05

In leaves of Willow genotyps no significant changes in proline content was
deterimend (Table 8). The possibility that the root growth was stimulated towards

the unpolluted zones. This characteristic of root is already established by Pulford

and Watson (2003), who determined that roots of Salix species can avoid pol-
luted areas in soil, thus stimulating the root growth. Therefore, it is possible that
because Willows and Poplars have extensive roots, investigated plants of Poplars
and willows “avoided” the pollution which is an adaptive characteristic of woody
species (Watmough 1 Dickinson, 1995). The use of these species as bioindicators

or bioremediators is limited if the pollution is present.
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*The average values followed by the same letter, do not differ significantly
at level p<0.05

The effect Ni in proline content in leaves of willow clones was the highest
value (Table 5). as compared with V1 clone V2 and others treatment (Table 5)
in both willow clones and similar results were found by combined treatment

of heavy metals.

Table 5. Contents of proline (zg/g) in leaves of Salix spp. clones (LSD - 4.23)

Clone/treatment | Control | Pb-EDTA Cd Ni Pb-
EDTA+Cd+Ni
A\ d11.55 £3.01 b 18.15 | bc 16.33 bc 16.72
V2 d 10.43 d 10.70 | bc 16.12 | a29.48 cd 12.78

*The average values followed by the same letter, do not differ significantly
at level p<0.05

In roots proline content was the higthest values in both genotypes under
Cd treatment as compared with other tretments (Table 6

Proline accumulation under heavy metal stress has also been reported

earlier in some higher plants (Alia, 1991; Alia and Mohanty 1993). If the
concentration of heavy metals is to high, it can suppress metabolic processes
including proline formation.

The treatment of Pb-EDTA did not had any influence to proline accumula-

tion (Table 6).
Table 6. Contents of proline (xg/g) in roots of Salix spp. clones (LSD - 7.994)

Clone/treatment | Control | Pb-EDTA Cd Ni Pb-
EDTA+Cd+Ni
V1 bc 11.29 c 8.51 a30.17| c¢7.53 a25.70
V2 ¢ 8.05 c5.84 a27.55| b16.82 bc 11.99

*The average values followed by the same letter, do not differ significantly

N
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Fig 4. Plant exposed to Pb-EDTA

Content of proline in leaves of investigated clones of Populus spp. varied
mostly without significant differences between treatments (Table 4). Ni had the
highest effect of proline synthesis compared to control in clone Panonia. Combi-
nation of all three heavy metals decreased the content of proline compared to Ni
which could indicate to protective role of EDTA added in the soil. Similar results
were attained by Larbi et al. (2002) in sugar beet plants, proving to protective role

of EDTA, which chelates the heavy metal thus decreasing its reactive potential.

Table 4. Contents of proline (xg/g) in leaves of Populus spp. clones (LSD - 6.734)

Clone/treatment Control Pb-EDTA Cd Ni Pb-
EDTA+Cd+Ni
Panonia cdef 9.40 ef 8.08 13.78 a20.03 bedef 10.03
abcde
PD3 bedef 11.30 ef 8.72 10.19 13.62 abcdef 12.90
bedef abcdef
B 81 abcdef 13.27 16.53 def 9.08 a19.93 abcde 13.76
abed
B 229 abc 17.02 ab 17.50 10.96 13.40 bedef 11.86
bedef abcdef
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Amounts of heavy metals and diesel fuel that were added in soil per each

plant are displayed at Table 3.

Table 3. Treatments and amounts of pollutants added per each plant

Amount of pollutant added to soil
Soil treatments Cd Ni Zn Diesel
Cd+Ni+Zn mg 500 mg 2000 -
Diesel - - - g25
Cd+Ni+Zn+Diesel mg 25 mg 500 mg 2000 g25

Statistical analyses were conducted using Duncan’s Multiple Range Test,

at the level of significance p<0.05, using 2-way factor analyses
Results and Discussion

In (Fig3and Fig4) plants growth with Cd and Ni was visibly suppressed as
compared to control . Reduced growth was in later stages of the experiment
followed by appearance of chlorosis on the young leaves. But Plant growth
with Pb-EDTA did not caused any visible symptoms of heavy metal toxicity
(Fig 4).

AN NV £
&'t

Fig 3. Comparation between control Willow plants (Clone V2) and plants
treated with Cd and Ni. Reduced growth of plants treated with Cd and Ni

N
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Table 2. Content of heavy metals in soil treatments in a glasshouse

(Heavy metal content (mg/kg

Soil treatments Pb Cd Ni
Control 26.57 0.35 29.41
Pb-EDTA 188.5 0.36 30.02
Cd 27.20 1.05 28.28
Ni 27.41 0.30 112.1
Pb-EDTA+Cd+Ni 191.8 0.76 96.61

Max. allowed concentration in Soil
100 3 50
according to Serbian law

In the Field experiment

Woody cuttings of Poplar and Willow genotypes were planted at the beginning of
april 2009™, in the soil which did not contained any additional pollutants. After 6 weeks,
plants were treated with 3 types of pollution: ( Cd+Ni+Zn , Diesel fuel and Cd+Ni+Zn +
Diesel fuel) . The chemical forms of added metals were, Cd supplied as CdC1-H,O), Ni
supplied as NiSO,1 H,O and Zn (supplied as ZnSO, 7H,0. All pollutants were applied
in the root zone, approximately in 30 cm diameter around the plant shoot.

¥

Figure 2. Poplars on field experiment
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Glasshouse experiment

Plants were grown in a semi-controled environment (greenhouse), in soil
culture method (Figure 1). Temperature was kept under 30°C. [llumination was
natural deepending on the outside light conditions. Six woody cuttings, 20 cm
long, with one shoot per cutting, were grown in each of the Mitscherlich pots.
Each treatment consisted of 24 Poplar and 36 Willow cuttings. Pot distribution
was randomized. Soil was watered permanently to maintain optimal soil humid-
ity. Every four weeks 0.2 1 of full strength Hoagland solution was added to pots.

There were control group of plants and 4 treatments of pollution: Pb, Cd, Ni and
combination Pb+Cd+Ni. The metals which were used are Cd (supplied as CdC1-H,0),
Ni (supplied as NiSO,-1 H,0) and Pb (supplied as Pb-EDTA). Concentrations of pol-

lutants in soil samples are given at Table 2. Plants were collected for proline

\-ﬁ/’j[
Figure 1. Glasshouse experiment
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contamination. In several countries, poplar and willow resources are princi-
pally used for environmental purposes, including soil and water protection,
providing valuable services rather than forest products. With increased public
awareness of environmental policy issues such as air and water pollution,
global climate change and soil erosion, several countries have been develop-
ing new knowledge, technologies and techniques for the cultivation of pop-

lars and Willows for environmental uses.

Poplars and willows are able to absorb nitrogen arising from intensive
livestock farming . The hypotheies of this research is that the content of pro-

line is expected to nise under heavy metal stress and diesel fuel .
Materials and methods

The experimental material consisted of four poplar and two willow geno-
types (Table 1). These genotypes were obtained from the Institute for Low-
land Forestry and Environmental Protection, Novi Sad, Serbia. Genotypes
chosen for screening are result of long period selection of genes that cause

high biomass production.

Table 1. Poplars and willows used in the experiment

.No Species Working name
1 Populus x euramericana Panonia
2 Populus deltoides PD 3
3 Populus deltoides B 81
4 Populus deltoides B 229
5 Salix alba Vi
6 Salix alba V2

Plants were conducted in two separate experiments during 2009. First was

set at the greenhouse temparture was 30 Cand second was set at the field area

The content of free proline was determined spectrophotometrically as nyn-

hidrin complex extracted in toluene by the method of Bates et al. (1973

N
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Proline synthesis in plants exposed to heavy metal and diesel fuel pol-

lution

Proline is a dominant organic molecule that accumulates in many organ-
isms, including higher plants, eubacteria, marine invertebrates, protozoa and
algae, exposed to environmental stresses such as drought, high salinity, high
temperature, freezing, UV radiation and heavy metals (Delauney and Verma,
1993; Kuznetsov and Shevyakova, 1997; Saradhi et al., 1995; Yancey et al.,
1982).

The accumulation of proline in plants may also be induced by heavy met-
als. In addition, proline accumulation is not only regarded as an indicator
of environmental stress but also considered as an important protective role
against heavy metal stress (Alia-Saradhi, 1991; Sharma et al., 1998). The
free proline has been found to chelate heavy metal ions in plants and form a
nontoxic metal-proline complexes (Sharma et al., 1998). The cumulative ca-
pacity of free proline is a manifestation of the self-protection ability of plants
exposed to different metal stresses.

In particular, many studies in plants have focused on the roles of proline in
defense mechanisms against impairments caused by osmotic stress. Osmotic
stress 1s the most limiting parameter for plant growth and crop yield (Boyer,
1982). Under osmotic stress conditions, proline acts as a mediator of osmot-
ic adjustment (Handa et al., 1986), as a stabilizer of subcellular structures
(Schobert and Tschesche, 1978), as a scavenger of free radicals (Saradhi et al.,
1995; Smirnoff and Cumbes, 1989), as a sink for energy (Saradhi and Saradhi,

1991), and even as a stress-related signal (Werner and Finkelstein, 1995).
Use of Poplars and Willows in phytoremediation

The decontamination of soils and wastes polluted with heavy metals pres-
ents one of the most intractable problems for soil clean-up. Present technol-
ogy relies upon metal extraction or immobilization processes, both of which

are expensive and which remove all biological activity in the soil during de-
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1-Introduction

Heavy metals are elements with atom density larger than 5 g/cm®. Some
are necessary in small amounts, for optimal growth and development ,( Ni ,
Coi, Zn , Mn , Fe , Cu, Mo ) but other heavy toxic effects even at very low
concentration , so they are defined as polluters . During evolution plants did
not developed highly selective ion uptake mechanisms. Therefore, together
with essential nutrients, plants uptake toxic heavy metals. This way these
polluters enter the biological circulation of mater (Kastori et al., 1996). The

greatest threat in heavy metal pollution comes from human civilization.

Modern sources of heavy metal pollution are mainly connected with nu-
merous anthropogenic activities such as industrial wastes, vehicle fuel com-
bustion, mining activity, application of agriculture chemical fertilizers, herbi-

cides and pesticides, military activities etc.

Diesel fuel is part of the large group of organic pollutants. Numerous
threats to human health and ecological balance are increasing today, as a con-
sequence of diesel fuel combustion and spills into the environment. Diesel
oil is a complex mixture of petroleum hydrocarbons containing everything
from volatile. The combustion of fossil fuels, mainly derived by motor vehi-
cle emissions, produces a number of airborne unhealthy substances including
carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, benzene, sulfur dioxides and particulate
mater (PM) (Kagawa, 2002).

The environmental contamination with petroleum hydrocarbons due to in-
dustrial wastes and oil spill accidents is widespread. Diesel oil is one of the
major contaminants of soil and groundwater (Li et al., 2008). The main toxic
effect of diesel fuel comes from Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs)
which are released in the environment by incomplete diesel fuel combustion.
Some of these PAH compounds have been shown to exhibit carcinogenic and

mutagenic properties (Ning et al., 2003; Huang et al., 2007).
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Accumulation of proline in Willow and Poplar
genotypes under some heavy metals stress and
diesel fuel

D . Ahmed Farag Tumi*

Abstract:

Poplar and Willows genotypes were exposed to elevated concentrations
of Cd, Ni, Pb-EDTA, Zn and diesel fuel, individually and combined. Two ex-
periments were set: first in greenhouse , and second in the field of the growth
garden. Content of proline was analysed depending on the applied treatments
and genotypes. Concentration of proline synthesis as adaptive reaction to
toxic stress was highest at treatments of Ni and Cd. Addition of EDTA had
protective effect, neutralizing toxicity of metal ions. At later stages diesel fuel
inhibited proline synthesis. Investigated genotypes have limiting potential of
application on areas with pollution located in the surface zone. Proline ac-
cummulation is not a reliable indicator of stress caused by heavy metals and
diesel fuel pollution.

(*)Elsaba Sciences Faculty/ University of Aljabal Algharbi
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